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Notes from the Pastor…  

Well, in many ways it’s good to say 

goodbye to 2020 and move on to 2021, 

although none of us know whether this 

year will actually be a better year than 

2020 or not. 

One thing we can be certain about, this 

year, as always, will be a year under God’s grace and mercy, it will 

be a year controlled by and blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ.  

A newer hymn (for us) in Lutheran Service Book is number 896, 

Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year. We sang it on New Year’s 

Eve as our opening hymn: 

1 Now greet the swiftly changing year  

With joy and penitence sincere.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace  

Another year of grace.  

2 Remember now the Son of God  

And how He shed His infant blood.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace  

Another year of grace.  

3 This Jesus came to end sin’s war;  

This Name of names for us He bore.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace  

Another year of grace.  

4 His love abundant far exceeds  

The volume of a whole year’s needs.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace  

Another year of grace.  
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5 With Him as Lord to lead our way  

In want and in prosperity,  

What need we fear in earth or space  

In this new year of grace!  

6 “All glory be to God on high,  

And peace on earth!” the angels cry.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace.  

7 God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear!  

To all our pleas incline Your ear;  

Upon our lives rich blessing trace  

In this new year of grace. 

Concordia Publishing House. Lutheran Service Book: Text Edition (Kindle 

Locations 27111-27124). Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition.  

At Mount Olive, at our annual meeting 

on December 10, we passed our budget 

for 2021. It will be a very lean budget, 

due to the difficult year we have had in 2020. Still, we are grateful 

for God providing his grace and mercy to us in the past year, and 

look forward to proclaiming that also in this upcoming one. 

We also cast our vote in favor of postponing the 2022 LCMS Synod 

Convention for one year and allowing districts to hold their 

conventions in 2021 OR 2022. That vote will be taken in the next 

weeks. If more than 25% of congregations vote, and cast a majority 

vote in favor, that will be the plan for our synod. More information 

can be found on the synod’s website, lcms.org 

Due to the increasing number of cases of covid in Minnesota and St. 

Louis County, the elders voted to have communion distribution via 

prepackaged bread and wine, taken back to the pews and consumed 

there following the consecration. We all hope this is only a short-

term situation, and there are good signs of improvement, but this 

practice will likely be continued at least a couple weeks into January. 

God’s blessings to you this month,  

 

Pastor Robert Franck 
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From the Chairman of Board of Elders…  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

We did not have an Elders meeting in December. We will 
resume in January.  
We did have an Annual Voters Meeting in December. We 
opened with Pastors Report. We had almost no change in 
Membership as outgoing and incoming were like 
numbers. We then went on to the budget. The 2021 
budget was gone over in detail and after a few questions 
was passed.  It is the first unbalanced budget we have 
passed in many years and we hope things will be back to 
more of normal and giving will back to a more normal 
level this year. As my first year of being Chairman of the 
Board of Elders comes to an end, I would like to thank all 
who have helped me through it. As we enter this new 
year, I would like you all to look forward one more year to 
our 100th Anniversary. If you have old pictures of the 
Church properties or past events, please let us make 
copies for displays. If you have old items we can display 
bring them in. It is time to Celebrate, and I think we need 
that right now.  
 

Yours in Christ,  
Tim Jezierski 
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Church Office… 

Hello and Greetings  

from the Office!   
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 

December!  I am praying for a 

better year in 2021.  On a positive 

note; the days will only be longer 

now. I am looking forward to more 

daylight!   

Thank you to everyone who helped 

to make the church ready for Christmas, those that 

ordered poinsettias and to the Elders for all they have 

done for the church building this past year.    

The church really looked spectacular this Christmas!   

Many Thanks for all the prayers sent my way in 2020, my 

family and I really appreciate it.  The Prayer Chain is such 

a blessing to our members!  
 

Finally, Happy New Year’s!   
  

(Don’t forget to check your mailboxes at the 

church.  Pick up your 2021 offering 

envelopes.    If you want to continue to get 

The Lutheran Witness or would like to start 

receiving it, please fill out the form found on page 14 in this 

newsletter.  And don’t forget – those annual reports need to be 

turned into the office by the end of January!  Thank you in advance!) 

 

Your servant in Christ 

Julie 
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Circle News: 
The schedule is as follows: 

Lydia Circle, Rebecca Circle, LWML 

will begin meeting when it is safe for 

our members to do so. 

 
 The next MITES offering will be January 3rd 

Thank you so much for your generous support! 

 THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly 

on the first Sunday of the month at the end of the service. 

The collection box will be next to the exit of the church.  

Watch the bulletin monthly inserts regarding the 

distribution of the monies collected.  
The mites collected on December 6 by the LWML totaled $153.35, 

with a year-to-date total of $1,542.81. (Mighty impressive, members 
of the LWML and Mt. Olive!) The mites that are collected fund 

mission grants voted on by the district and national LWML. The 
LWML thanks you!

 

Sunday, January 3rd
 

Prayer – Gracious Lord, we all know someone 

who needs to hear the Gospel.  Give us the 

opportunity to talk to them about our faith 

in Jesus.  Work through the words we share 

to them.  Send Your Holy Spirit to open their 

hearts and receive Your message of 

forgiveness and peace.  Lord in Your mercy. 

 

 
Thrivent Members are reminded to 

designate your Thrivent Choice dollars as 

soon as possible!   
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission opportunities 
that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving Offering goes to it 
every year.  It has grown steadily in number of users over this 
last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper 
Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in 
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, 
mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and 
juice. Non-food items include deodorant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles) 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles) 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles) 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles) 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
 

Total served thru December = 133 (1 Bible) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
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Notes from the Financial Secretary: 

 Offering envelopes for 2021 are in your mailbox--be 

sure to pick them up, if you haven’t already.  If you 

didn’t receive envelopes but would like them, just let 

us know.  Watch for your annual giving statement, which will be in 

your mailbox soon.  New members or anyone who got envelopes 

partway through 2019: if you have offerings that aren’t reflected on 

your 2019 end-of-year statement, please contact Financial Secretary 

Keri Lynn Igo or the church office, and we can get you a receipt for 

tax purposes.  

Thank you to everyone who generously supports Mt. Olive and our 

missions! 

 
To all Lutheran Student Fellowship! 

 

College students and young adults, we encourage 
you to come to our weekly Bible study group! We 
meet on Tuesday night at 8pm! We also have a 
fun activity once a month or so we look forward 
to seeing you this Tuesday! 

 

The next Board of Elders meeting will be  
January 18th at 6:00 pm.  

 
 

“Un-deck the Halls” 

 
We are removing holiday cheer the 

week of January 4.  Please sign up to 

remove the Christmas decorations and 

do a little church cleaning.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Sign up is on the table in the Narthex. 
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Mission Sunday is January 17th 

Lutherans for Life  
 

Our Mission ... 

Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For 
Life. 

Our Vision ... 

Every Lutheran, both individually and in community, 

upholding the God-given value of human life and 
influencing society to do the same.  

Our Philosophy ... 

Lutherans For Life believes that the Church is compelled by 

God’s Word to speak and act on behalf of those who are 
vulnerable and defenseless. The crisis of our times is the 
repudiation of Biblical truth manifested in the wanton 

destruction of innocent human life through legalized 
abortion-on-demand and the growing threat to the lives of 

others through legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia. 
Therefore, as Lutherans For Life, we will strive to give a 
Gospel-motivated witness, to the Church and society on 

these and other related issues such as chastity, post 
abortion healing, and family living. We will call God’s 

people to compassionate action and foster life-affirming 
alternatives for those facing difficult 

situations. 

There will  be a free will offering after the service. 

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR 

Channel 6, Duluth.  MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE 

OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MY 

SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, regionally 

recognized TV program with a message for the world. The service 

includes a 30-minute worship service led by participating pastors of 

the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland 

is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR Channel 

6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.  
 

MSL Northland is on Public Access in Duluth, Channel 189 
o 5 pm Sundays 

o 8:30 pm Tuesdays 

o 1:00 am and 6:00 am Wednesdays 

o 2:00 pm Fridays 

o 8:00 am and 3:30 pm Saturday 
 

January 3, 2021 

Rev. Robert Franck; Mt. Olive Lutheran – Duluth  

January 10, 2021 

Rev. Troy Peperkorn; Faith Lutheran – Silver Bay 

January 17, 2021 

Rev. John Bonk; Shepherd of the Lake – Two Harbors 
 

January 24, 2021 

Rev. Jonathan Watts; Life in Christ Lutheran – Grand Marais 
 

January 31, 2021 

Rev. David Schwessow; Christ Lutheran, Superior, WI 
 

Please send contributions c/o: 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth MN  55812 
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Lutheran Island Camp 

Bible Camp & Retreat Center 

45011 230th St. Henning, MN 5655 

 
January Quilt Retreat 
January 18-24, 2021 

Come away to the peace of Lutheran Island Camp and be 

refreshed as you find space and time to create beautiful fabric 

works of art.   

 

Confirmation Retreats 
January - May 
Weekend Dates Available 

The availability of confirmation retreats will be based upon the 

guidelines for school districts related to conducting face-to-

face instruction.  Face-to-face instruction must be taking place 

in both the sending community and in Ottertail County at the 

time of the event.  All health department guidelines related 

to COVID will be followed and the situation will be fluid 

throughout the winter season.   

 

218.583.2905 
info@islandcamp.org 

 
 

https://www.islandcamp.org/
https://www.islandcamp.org/
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Lutheran Witness  
Sign-Up 
 

The Lutheran Witness magazine is published 

monthly for the lay people of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod.  It contains a wide variety of 

thought-provoking information including: 

 Articles about issues we face every day  
 News about the LCMS 

 LCMS positions on topics of current interest 

 Stories about fellow Christians 

     Features witnessing faith, compassion, and humor 

     Colorful photos and illustrations 

     Special Minnesota North District insert 

The current subscriptions for the magazine expire with the March 2021 

issue.  The renewal cost for the next year is $22.56 ... just ~$1.88 per issue. 

In order to receive this meaningful Lutheran publication from April 2021 

through March 2022, please complete the form below (or use the Lutheran 

Witness envelope in the packet of 2021 offering envelopes).  Please place it 

along with $22.56 check/cash in the offering plate or return it to the church 

office by January 30th. 

If you have any questions, contact the church office. 

I/We wish to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness magazine. 

 

My/Our check _____ cash _____ for $22.56 is attached. 

Name  

 

Address  
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Dear Mt Olive,  

I want to thank you again for all your support this year. It 

means a lot to me to have your prayers and support during 

these times when things are a bit more confusing and 

difficult, but your support has made it possible for me to 

concentrate on my education and for that I am truly 

grateful. 

Even though this year has been nothing like normal things have still been 

going well. Even though all classes are being held online I decided to return to 

campus. Classes went well for me and I was able to quickly adjust. This is of 

course my first year of Greek and went very well. One of the nice things about 

going Greek online is that the live lectures are recorded so that you can go 

back to rewatch the class if you missed anything the first time. There are only 

six people in the Greek class so it's pretty small but that’s nice because then 

the professor can make sure everyone understands things. My Greek professor 

is very nice and so far I have had two private meetings with him to go over 

things I didn’t understand which is very helpful. My end of semester grades 

are 96 percent in Greek, 97 percent in intro to Logic, 94 percent in intro to 

New Testament, 98 percent in Lutheran foundations, and 98 percent in Social 

and Political Philosophy. My overall GPA is now 3.93. 

The campus life was strong even with covid, I was one of the sextons for 

Sunday mornings again this semester and we still had pre-sem meetings every 

Wednesday. In fact even though I went home over thanksgiving break and 

stayed home we were still able to have pre-sem meetings over zoom. I also 

played a lot of ultimate frisbee with a bunch of people on campus, mostly 

church workers, three times a week in the evenings before covid cases started 

rising but it was fun while it lasted. Besides those things there were always 

different events going on so I’m glad I decided to go back instead of just 

staying home all semester. 

Another big reason I am happy I was on campus is because of the experiences 

there that have led me to make a few big decisions about my school and life. 

The first thing is that if things work out I am considering taking both German 

and Hebrew next year and then Latin my senior year. The way the classes 

work is that German is being offered next year and Latin the following year. I 

only need one for my major, but I talked with the German instructor, who I’ve 

taken a theology class from, and he recommended taking both. So, if all goes 

well that will be my plan. The second big decision is that I have decided to 
enlist in the army reserves. As you can imagine that decision has not come 

lightly. But I have been blessed to have the privilege of getting wisdom about 

this decision from many different people. In the first week alone of starting to 

consider enlisting I was able to talk with my campus pastor who also runs the 

pre-sem program and who I have a close relationship with, I also talked with 
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the head chaplain for the LCMS, an army chaplain recruiter, the seminary 

recruiter for Saint Louis seminary (and I hope to talk with the Fort Wayne 

seminary recruiter when he visits), and Winston a pastor who enlisted in the 

national guard while in college and is a chaplain reserve currently. And of 

course, I have spent many hours talking with my family. The Lord has truly 

blessed me with the opportunity to be able to speak to so many people while 

considering this. I believe that this is something God is calling me to do. The 

main things that have led me to this decision is number one, that it wouldn’t 

affect my education, two I believe that the experience will be something that 

helps me when I am a pastor, and three which is kind of a summary of the first 

two points, I think this is a good way to make some money while gaining some 

valuable experience and without impacting my schooling. The biggest reason I 

have avoided a job during the school year is that I do not want anything to 

impact my education, I want to spend as much time as I can here learning. I 

have realized joining the army reserve might be a good start to being a reserve 

chaplain if I decide that’s a route I want to take. I plan on enlisting for six 

years which means it would end near the second to last year of seminary. 

However, I have been told by several sources that there is a pretty good chance 

I will be allowed to switch over to the chaplain training program once I get to 

seminary. The way training would work for the army reserve is that I would do 

my basic and job training over the summer, to make sure it didn’t interfere 

with my schooling, and the rest of the year once a month I would do a 

weekend of drilling nearby. I have been told there are several bases nearby that 

I could take a train or bus to. There is of course a small chance I could get 

deployed, although I hear it’s pretty low since Illinois deploys their national 

guard before the reserves. But even if I get deployed for a year I would still be 

able to continue my education after. My job that I will be training for in the 

army reserves is religious affairs specialist. Basically, I would be in charge of 

assisting a chaplain with anything he needs like setting up for service, or 

anything else he might need help with, and protecting him as chaplains are not 

allowed to carry a weapon. I have been told the nice thing about the army is 

that they put everything in the contracts so you know exactly how everything 

will work. Right now the plan is once I go back to Chicago in January the 

army will pick me up from the airport and I will get a physical and then sign 

the contract. Of course, I won’t begin training until the summer but that will 

reserve my spot. God has always guided me, and I look forward to seeing 

where he leads me in the coming years. 

Please continue to keep me in your prayers and I hope you all remain safe.   

Sincerely, 

Jacob Franck     
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Minnesota North District  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

PO Box 604  

Brainerd, MN 56401  

  

December 29, 2020  

  

Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North District:  

  

We have received word that Rev. Timothy Magill (St. John, Villard 

and Trinity, Grove Lake) was taken to be with his Savior in 

heaven on Saturday, December 26, 2020.   

  

A Funeral Service for Rev. Magill will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, 

January 8, 2020 at St. John Lutheran Church in Villard MN. Visitation 

will be from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 7th at St. John 

Lutheran Church.  

  

Please keep his wife, Mary, and the congregations at St. John and 

Trinity in your prayers, asking that God would soothe their sorrow 

and wipe away their tears with the precious promises of the 

Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the 

name of the Lord!  

  

We would kindly ask you to share this information with any Pastors 

who do not have internet access. I would especially ask you to 

contact the emeritus pastors or their widows to inform them.  

  

Peace to you in Christ,  

Rev. Donald J. Fondow  

District President  

  

". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' 

says the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their 

works accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13).  
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Our thoughts and prayers go to Bunny Hein and 
her family with the death of her sister, Ruby Hein 
(Robin Muench’s Aunt), who passed away at the 
age of 100. May God grant His comfort and peace 

to the Hein and Muench family as they grieve the 
loss of their loved one.  

 

 
We keep Gayle Franck and Pattie Von Hagel 
in our thoughts and prayers as they grieve 
the loss of their aunt, Joyce Goller.  She 
passed away in December.  May God grant 
His comfort and peace to the Goller family.   
 

“I will not cause pain without allowing something 
new to be born, says the Lord” 

Isaiah 66:9 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special THANK YOU to All the Volunteers of the 
Church for their efforts this season and all year 
round. The extra effort it took to keep things as 

normal as possible has been very appreciated by our 
congregation and visitors.   
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Thank You 

Carolyn and I would like to thank everyone for their 
kind thoughts, concerns, well wishes, and most of all 

their prayers during our recent bout with Covid.  We 
are both mostly recovered and are back into our normal 

routines.  God Bless you all.  
 Carolyn and Gary Werkhoven 

 
 

Thank you to Mount Olive for the 
generous Christmas gift. You are truly a 

blessing to us.  
In Christ, Pastor Franck and family 

 

 
 

Thank you so much to Elizabeth 

and Rachel Franck for treating us 

to their wonderful music selections 

this Christmas!   

It was beautiful!   
 

 

 
 

Prayers and Good Wishes! 

Dagmar Seybold 
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January Anniversaries 
08   Kevin & Julie Jones, 33 years 

  26   Richard & Lois Mertz, 54 years 

 

January Birthdays 
   

  4 JaMichael Cline 
  7 Laura Hass 

  9 Raychel Reiff 

10  Fenix Blacketter 

13 Camille Jones 

17 Katie Hass 

21 Lisa Reinemann 

 Pam Reinemann 

 Carolyn Werkhoven 

24 Marianne Jezierski 

25 Judy Hoops 

  

 
 

 


